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I.  Statement  on  Sulmata  Incident. 

1.  Roaeon  why  suppressive  action  taken. 

In  Sulmata  Island  4  Japanese  M.P.  and  5  crows  of  air  watch  party 
belong; inf-  to  Air  Intelligence  Unit  had  been  installed  since  middle 
oi  viune,  1944,  when  in  the  end  of  Au f\  1944,  natives  started  dis— 
t urbane.,  and  murdered  these  Japanese.  A  suppressive  action  was 
taken  to  clear  out  this  disturbance  to  sweep  away  the  rest  of  the 
line  ior  tue  future  arid  to  establish  lav  and  order  in  the  island. 
(Total  of  Japanese  massacred  was  9,  for  one  of  4  M.P.  survived 
because  he  was  in  hospital  at  Louten.) 

2.  Cause  of  disturbance. 


Radja  of  Sul  rats  stat  omd  in  luar.  Island  ruled  both  island,  Japanese 
advance  to  §ulnata  was  o_v.it o  natui al  for  performance  of  War,  and 
ti.oir  enforcement  of  military  administration  wp.3  unavoidable  roasure 
under  then  existed  circumstances,  ■■  over  tholes  s,  the  Radja  perverting 
t.iis,  for  o.-.croacloneut  of  his  governing  authority,  determined  to 
raise  a  rebellion.  Besides,  seeing  that,  at  that  time,  flight  of  the 
Japanese  aircraft  over  his  area  was  scarce  instead  of  the  froouont 
fli^nt  of  Allied  aircraft,  and  that  Japaneoo  shipping  activity  around 
Lautem  area  was  declining,  he  decided  that  our  fighting  power  already 
fell  end  that,  therefor no  Japanese  reinforcement  could  be  sent  to 
tue  island,  if  ever  he  might  raize  a  riot;  and,  moreover,  he  intended 
to  sccurify  by  this  rebellion  his  own  status  ol  Radja  against  the 
probable  landing  of  Allied  forco.  Statement  to  the  above  effect  was 
made  by  the  Radja,  the  chief  criminal,  on  his  examination,  and  no 
other  notable  cause  of  the  incident  wen  tractable.  Looking  to  those 
causes  of  the  incidet  from  political  point  of  view  conduct  of  the 
Radja  and  o^oole  of  Sulueta  and  Luan  must  be  taker,  as  purely  rebellious 
a~d  it  must  be  justifiable  that  the  Jannnaso  treated  them  as  rebells 
Outline  of  rebellion. 

(1)  Tho  Radja  establish  in/?  himself  in  Luar;  took  command  of  whole 
carroai nn  and  made  fcis  sen  voon  to  direct  action  in  Sulrar.ta.  Yoo? 

3urrovndrd  tho  carp  of  air- -watch  crov?  with  his  force  of  about  35C 
natives  consisting  of  about  200  natives  of  Sulmata  (mainly  natives 
from  Ero  village  and  Eokisal  village,  ar.d  10  to  .?G  natives  from  each 

villages)  and  150  cf  Luan.  Their  weapons  vers  spears  and  bov/s. 

At  tnat  moment,  only  one  Japanese  was  in  the  camp,  ard  others  and  gone 
an  lir£  at  the  coast  without  carrying  any  weapons.  They  were  all 
massacred  at  last  and  their  bodies  were  thrown  into  the  sea  or  cast  away 
in  the  hill.  J 

(2)  On  that  day,  1  ...0.  and  1  5.0.0.  of  M.P.  force  wont  to  Luan,  on  tho 
aojn  s  invitation.  The  Radja  had  plotted  to  sink  tho  shin  they  took 

on  their  way  by  taking  off  the  pi •  g  of  the  hole  in  the  bottom  of  tho  ship 
vnica  was  prepared  beforehand.  B  t  it  was  not  actually  carried  out 

s/  hesitation.  M.P.  v-ere  suddenly  attackod  by  about 

30  j  atives  that  night  ir  their  conn.  They  are  known  to  have  escaped 
from  the  camp  and  evacuated  the  island  by  rowing  a-  small  boat,  but' 
sinco  tnor.  nothin,  has  been  heard  of  tnora  (M.P.  uniform,  pistol  r id 

/ 

boots 
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boote  worn  by  Yoos  when  he  waB  arrested  afterwards  by  suppressive  party 
were  probably  robbed  from  their  corpses). 

(3)  A  8. C.O.  of  M.P,  was  oa3rjaered  on  email  island  west  of  Luan  when  he 
stopped  there  on  his  liaisonal  trip  to  Lauton. 


4.  Motive  of  the  discovery  of  crime. 

Haisod  suspicion  by  the  silence  of  their  wireless  since  Sept.  1,  1944,  a 
plane  was  sent  to  ascertain  theft  .j&fjfcy.  3ut  the  tragedy  was  felt  when 
it  received  no  answer  to  its  signa'1.. 

5.  Sending  of  suppression  party. 

Myself,  the  District  coriander,  0 rgcniced  the  following  suppression  party  in 
accordance  with  the  Divisional  rider; 

Commander  of  the  suppression  party,  Captain  Shima&a  Tosaka 

One  infantry  company 
One  machine-gun  platoon 
Or.?,  light  trench-mortar  platoon 
5  barges 

Total  strength - about  200  men 


To  t.10  suppression  party  I  ordered  to  such  effect  as  *hey  completely  cleaned 

out  the  mutineers ,  and  sue oped  away  the  root  of  the  evil  to  establish  law  and 

order  for  future,  as  well  as  they  searched  for  their  bodies  and  their 

woionf^§^^QCau®-e<^tiw^3-ue-u:5:i1:  ctsjbajn  thui  aZl  of  the  Japanese  on  Sulnata 
were  already  annxoiiatod  by  n&.jvts.  In  eclv.iti.cn,  I  cidered  to  capture  any 

intelligence  party  which  I  suspected  to  xvUt  .n  the  island,  for  it  seemed' 
to  be  probable  that  this,  disturbance  vas  the  result  of  agitation  made  to 
these  natives  by  such  party. 


6^  Movement  of  suppression  party. 

•  Tlie  suppression  party  on  arrival  to  Soimata  Island,  about  29th  of  Sept, 

j  194-r,  landed  at  two  pclnte,  northwest  end  and  middle  of  north  coast  of  the 
island.  Most  of  the  natives  had  retreated  into  the  mountains,  but  some 
resisted  >rith  bow,  sword  am’,  spear,  while  others  attempted  to  ctep  our 
advance  by  conflagrating  bo'SJi  .;;dos  of  road,  The  suppression  party 
captured  some  of  the  remainirg  natives,  investigated  the  circuustances 
of  the  mutiny  and  succeeded  in  acqvirJn-,  such  information  as  that  Yoos, 
son  of  the  Radja  was  directing  the  whcle,  that  natives  of  all  villages 
v  .joined  to  it,  and  that  when  the  party  landed,  Yoos,  went  from  north 
!  coast  to  sou+h  coast  '•brough  east  cou^h,  animating  the  natives  by 
spreading  the  false  news  that  strong  Australian  force  were  landing  tho 
,  is lan  from  many  points.  The  suppression  party  followed  the  trace  of 
Yooe  but  his  whereabout  could  net  be  eerily  found «  They  called  up  the 
1  village  chiefs  to  question  this  but  they  would  not  open  their  mouths. 

Their  incorporative  attitude  (except  Leran  village  chief)  made  the 

searching  extremely  difficult.  It  waB  cor.tiu.ued  by  dividing  tho  party 
to  many  places 

(2)  A  part  of  the  suppression  party  was  sent  to  Luan  island.  Tney 
were  charged  with  rifles  fire  ar.d  so  fired  back  against  this.  They 
j  frustrated  natives  resistance  although  the  Radja  ar.d  his  family  tried  to  / 

1  shoot 
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"boots  worn  by  Yoos  when  he  was  arrested  afterwards  by  suppressive  party 
were  probably  robbod  from  their  corpses). 

(3)  A  N.C.O.  of  M.P,  was  massacred  o;i  small  island  west  of  Luan  when  he 
stopped  there  on  his  liaisonal  trip  to  Lauton. 

4.  Motive  of  the  discovery  of  crime, 

Raised  suspicion  by  the  silence  of  their  wireless  since  Sept.  1,  1944,  a 
plane  was  sent  to  ascertain  their  ,?a f?.ty.  But  the  tragedy  wao  felt  when 
it  received  no  answer  to  .'.is  signa'1.. 

5.  Sending  of  suppression  party, 

Myself,  the  District  coriander,  organised  the  following  suppression  party  in 
accordance  with  the  Divisional  order; 

Commander  of  the  suppress ion  party,  Captain  Shimnda  Tosaka 

One  infantry  company 
One  machine-gun  platoon 
Or.?,  light  trench-mortar  platoon 
£  barges 

Total  strength - about  200  men 


io  t:.e  suppression  party  I  ordered  to  such  effect  as  *hey  completely  cleaned 

out  the  mutineers,  and  sweep od.  away  the  roct  of  the  evil  to  establish  law  and 

order  for  future,  as  well  as  they  searched  for  their  bodies  and  their 

wlrenSfrnnriv°»<In^®w^o+>rn\e"u‘,3t  certain  tW.  all  of  the  Japanese  on  Sulmata 
were  already  anux/iiiated  by  n&jjves.  In  addition,  I  ordered  to  capture  any 

intelligence  party  wnich  I  suspected  to  gridt  j.n  the  island,  for  it  seemed 

to  be  probable  that  this,  disturbance  vas  the  result  of  agitation  made  to 
these  natives  by  such  party. 

6^  Movement  of  suppreesicn  party. 


,  (l)  The  suppression  party  on  arrival  to  Sulmata  Island,  about  29th  of  Sept. 
|  1944,  lanaed  at  Wo  points,  northwest  end  and  middle  of  north  coast  of  the 
island.  Most  of  the  natives  had  retreated  into  the  mountains,  but  some 
resisted  with  bow,  sword  am’,  spear,  while  others  attempted  to  ctep  our 
advance  by  conflagrating  both  don  of  read.  The  suppression  party 
captured  some  of  the  remainirg  natives,  investigated  the  circruustances 
of  the  mutiny  and  succeeded  in  acquiring  such  Information  as  that  Yoos, 
son  of  the  Radja  -was  directing  the  w.nelo,  that  natives  of  all  villagos 
.joined  uo  it,  and  that  when  the  party  landed,  Yoos,  went  from  north 
•  coast  to  sou^h  coast  through  east  coast,  animating  the  natives  by 
spreading  the  false  newe  that  strong  Australian  force  were  landing  the 
.  is lan  irom  many  points.  The  suppression  party  followed  the  trace  of 
Yoos  but  his  whereabout  could  net  be  easily  found.  They  called  up  the 
i  village  chiefs  to  question  this  but  they  would  not  open  their  mouths. 

Tin.ir  incorporative  attitude  (except  Leran  village  chief)  made  the 

searc.’.ing  extremely  difficult.  It  wub  continued  by  dividing  tho  uarty 
:  to  many  places 

(2)  A  part  of  the  suppression  party  va.s  sent  to  Luan  island.  Tney 
were  charged  with  rifles  fire  and  po  fired  back  against  this.  They 
j  frustrated  natives  resistance  although  the  Radja  and  his  family  tried  to  / 

1  shoot 


PURL :  http  ://www.legal-tools .  org/doc/7 4f00d/ 


DOCUMENT  1*0.  55?‘i 


PAGE  4 


shoot  tho  Japa.neso  by  bowe  that  night,  arreeted  the  Hadja,  his  family  and 
his  chief  subordinates,  and  returned  to  Sulcata. 

(3)  ihe  main  body  of  tho  suppression  party  fruitlessly  continuing  their 
search  for  Yoos,  already  for  two  weeks,  ordered  the  Eadja  to  search  out 
Yoos  within  three  days,  with  all  the  men  in. the  island,  under  death 
penalty  in  default  of  carrying  out  this  order.  The  Eadja  assented  to 

obey  this  order  and  commenced  the  searching  but  could  not  find  him  out  until 
tho  ordained  date.  Therefore  ho  was  executed.  Next,  a  Jauaneso  soldier 
found  a  native  sentinel  standing  in  front  of  a  cave  in  the  mountain, 
tnen  tne  cave  was  suri'dir-ded  by  tne  Japanese  and  at  last  Yoos  was  found  and 
arrested  ir.  spito  of  hi3  resistance  with  a  pistol. 

(4)  After  tne  arrest  of  Yoos,  those  circumstances  of  the  incidents  brought 
life'ht,  and  most  of  tne  persons  concerned  with  incident  arrested,  the 

commander  of  the  expression  party  requested  for  ny  instructions.  To  this 
I  ordered  the  commander  to  bring  Yoos  aid  other  leading  criminals  to  Lautem, 

.  to  execute  those  joined  the  conference  of  rebellion  and  led  the  crowd  to 
the  assault  and  to  appoint  Leran  village  chief  as  tho  next  Eadja.  Throe 
leading  criminals  including  Yoos  was  executed  in  Lautem. 

(»-)  native 8  of  Luan  island  were  especially  atrocious.  They  moved  to 
Sulamata  island  from  their  own  island  to  join  the  attack  against  our  air 
1  party.  On  Luan  island  they  assaulted  our  K.P.  and  they  showed 

pretty  stiff  resistance  when  the  suppression  party  landed  there.  Therefore, 

,  I  ordered  to  bring  42  principals  of  them  to  Lautem.  But,  on  the  way,  3 
1  of  them  escaped  because  they  wore  divided  to  several  small  boats.  So  I 
1  made  the  remaining  34  executed  on  Mon  inland. 

f 

'  *i  ^’r  re®ult  of  Sulraata  mutiny,  about  60  of  total  650  persons  joined  the 
I  mutiny  were  put  to  death. 
e.|  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  executioners, 

4 

II.  Statement  on  other  incidents. 

In  Jan,  1543,  natives  of  Ei.omalo,  Lautem,  Timor  island  assaulted  tho 
Japanese  at  Loro,  and  also  natives  of  villages  west  of  Katabia  wore  at  first 
against  the  Japanese  rule.  Therefore,  eubjugative  actions  were  taken 

them,  and  some  of  the  ••ativer  wore  kii.led  or  injured  during  action, 
because  the  natives  resistance  was  considerably  strong  at  first.  But  they 
surrendered  very  soon.  And,  I  remember,  that  considering  the  future  i in¬ 
fluence  3  on  our  administering  natives,  no  native  was  put  to  death  penalty 
lifter  t.ir.t  sxibjugative  actions.  I  have  nothing  more  especially  to  6tate, 
because  r.s  the  result  of  these  Bubjugative  actions,  natives  came  to 
recognize  the  Japanese  real  power,  ar.d  since  were  very  obedient  to  our  rule. 

III.  Statement  on  arrest  of  former  auxiliary 
soldier  of  Mori  Unit. 

Sept.  1945,  in  Maumere  Area,  Elores  65  former  auxilliary  soldiers  of  Mori  Unit 
doeertod  their  unit.  Therefore,  I,  as  the  District  Commander,  or dor ed  Mori 

/ 

unit 
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unit  and  other  unite  to  arrest  those  auxiliary  soldiers,  They  succeeded 
in  urreetin.;  rhout  50  of  them,  I  ordered,  therefore,  to  stand  a  special 
fcunrd  to  watch  them.  And  when  they  were  handed  over  to  Australian,  most 
oi  remaining  35  also  followed  then. 

Jan,  27th,  1946,  at  Soembawa. 
was  Pi  ned*,  Rajor  General  TATAXA  Yuki  (?) 

Seal:  TAL.'AICA  Yulci  (?) 
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